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- Ur os oor age oe ers ones nl 


TO: THE 
Right Worſhipful 
THE: 
Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, 
And other 


The Inhabitants of the Town of. no 
| RIPON. jd 


Gentlemen, . | | b 

| H E reaſon of this Sermon's appearing in w_ 
= T Print 5dr fmm the day: Us A 

heard it Preach'd, was my unwillingneſs ' FEY 

to publiſh it till I was. prevail'd with to do it by - 
ſome who thought it might be. ſerviceabls to the - 
Preſent Government ; and if it can-obtain that -- 

, Þ think it comes not -out too late. -. 

And I Dedicate it to. you, - as an Acknowledp--- 
ment of the. many. great Civilities and Reſped? Nw 
which I bave bad 7 a you, - who.am - FE 

Gentlemen, - 


Your moſt Obliged: 
and. Faithful Servant;:-, 


SERMON 
Preach'd in the 
COR of w- 


— 


2 Gnis.4 HL I. - D 
Now there "was - g War berween the 
wid : hn David —_ XL 
oo , aud the Houſe of Saul wazed : 
and wich. 
Helz words do.give. us a ſhort-account. of a 
long War berwixt two Families.,. and * 


cher ov i in-reference to each - 
pan 


Death of Saul, D appond coke Iſrael ; and 
igly, ypon Se/'s Death , .he was forthwith - 
into the.Regal:Qifice at. Hebron, and race 


”  knowledged : 


I. - 
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 knowledged as King by the Tribe of Fadeh ; but the 
1 Sam. 11. other Tribes (who did ſometimes bear the name of 


$, I, [ 
2Sam. 24, ſr ae 
ge . the | 


e diviſiogbf the Kingdom , in. the days of Jere- 
| bogs, 1 ay the giherſ'ybe ) fallogred [bboſberh the 
- Son of Sau!, whom Abzer the Son 0 er, had ſet up 


- in oppoſition to; Davi4,: notwithſtanding that he 
« could not but know he' derived *his Title to the 
. Crown from the. immediate nomination of : God him- 
- ſelf; upon which thert began a-civil War betwixt 
- the Houſe of David and the Houſe of Sau/. But God 


was pleaſed [o far to aſſert the cauſe of David, as to 
grant him Succeſs aver his Enemies; . for David (as 
Houſe of Saul waxed:weaker and weaker. | 
For far we may judge of the righteouſneſs of a 
Cauſe by the Sticcels it hath; I'fhalſ take upon 'me to 
determine,. Certain it is, that,good Succels js not al- 
ways an Argument 'of $ good. Cauſe. How often 
have we! known wicked. Attempts , and 'the moſt 
horrid Villainies to thrive: and proſper, whilſt Juſt 
and righteous  Undertakings have met with' great 
Miſcarriages, and have had improſperous Eyeants ? 
but when the Cauſe is' apparently Juſt and Right, 
and then good Succeſs attends 'it, 'we cannot burac- 
knowledge that the hand of God is concerti'd in it, 
we cannot bur diſcern his Favour to'it , and his Aj 

probation of it ; and yet from 'hence we mult, aþ 


. 


- the Text tells us) waxed \fronger and ſtronger, but the 


oy ” 


concludereither-.that God difallows' of a, good Caule, 


when-he'pertnits'it to ſuffer,” or that he approves.of a 
wrong Cauſe when he grants it good Succeſs. For as 
to the firſt Caſe, be the Cauſe of a People never ſo 


juſt and right on which the are engaged War, yet | 


he may permit them tofſiiffer for their manifold S 
q F an 


in diſtinQion from that of Fudeb , even before 


"the Taking of Nanmut. 


and Offences; and-as to the'other Caſe, he ſometimes 
grants Proſperity to men engaged in a wrong cauſe, 
on purpoſe to make them the Inſtruments of his juſt- 
Wrath, in executing his Judgments on a ſinful Peo- 
ple.: But now the Cauſe of David was :underiiably 
juſt and right , for he ſate on the Throne. by: God's 
own expreſs Appointment, .and God ſo far proſper'd 
his Arms, as that he waxed ſtronger aud ſtronger whilſt 
his Enemies waxed weaker and weaker, | 

I ſhall not makea parallel betwixt the War in my 
Text, and the War in which we of this Nation are 
engaged : for the Parallel will not hold good in eve- 
ry particular ; for the War in which we are engaged 
15 not (God be praiſed) a Civil War, not a War 
betwixt two Families , -or two, Houſes, within rhe 
Ame Land or Dominion, but -betwixt two diſtin& 
and independent Kingdoms, betwixt:Us and France 
betwixt the Defender of the Faith., :join'd in Confe- 
deracy with other Chriſtian Princes and States of Ex- 
rope on one ſide, and the Moſt Chriſtian King, join'd 
with the Great Turk on the other. The Parallel there- 
fore not exaQly holding true, I ſhall wave itz nor 
ſhall I any farther take notice of the'ftory in'm 
Text, than as it affords occaſion to ſpeak upon theſt 
four heads of Diſcourſe ; 


I. Concerning the lawfulneſs of War in general. 
IT. Concerning the War in which we of this Nation 
©. are now engaged. | 
IL Concerning the Succeſs we have had , which 
gives occaſion to this days Thankſgiving. 
IV. And laſtly, Concerning the effect which 
Succeſs ſhould' in reaſon have upon us. 


"' | Of 


that 
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Of theſe: 1 Thall ſpeak in -their- order, through 


God's Bleffing,, with as much plainnels and brevity. 


- +2.» ſhall ſpeak concerning 'the law ulneſs of War 


inigerierd]. © Now it muſt be eonfeſsd'that it is a- 


great unhappineſs for any People to be engaged in 


War; for the Miſeries attending it are great, and the - 
event of it uncertain , and whether fide ſoever gets - 


the better, - yet much blood may be ſpilt , many a 


brave Man may loſe his Life in the quarrel, much- 
ef the Nations Treaſure may: be exhauſted, many un- 


foreſeen Loſſes and Calamities may be the-1ſſue of the 
Victory. But yet it is as certain, that War is ſome- 


times unavoidably neceſſary ; - in'many caſes, and ' 
upon.certain- occaſions ,' it may be-very lawful, and . 


pot repugnant/to-the'profeſſion.of Chriſtianity; | | 

-. We cannot indeed' with' truth admir of that Prin- 
eiple which. ſome of late Years have'ſo greedily im- 
bibed and ſpreadabroad,viz. That the tate of Nature 
x ftaivof Way; as'if Men were naturally Enemies 


umo Men; or as if one Man were become by naturea 
al 


kind:of ia Wolf or 8 Tyger to another Man: Far 
Man by-or:ginal Creation was madea ſociable Crea- 


ture , and all Mankind by nature: are -inclin'd: to - 


Peace, Unity and Concord , and mutual Loye and 
Kindneſs one with another.” Some: Men indeed may 
have by. evilcuſtom ſo-far debauched andcorrupted 
their nature, as that they may have contraſted an 


habit of doing. wrong and injury to others;, and per- - 


haps, take ſome delight in quarrellings and fight- 
_ , but to-ſay or believe, hit adi 


| tion to ſuch 
evil praQtices 4s. originally implanted'in. humane na- 


ture, is not only to diſparage and vilife the nobleſt 
piece . 


PT CET Or BAG a, IR 
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iece'of God's Creation;but to do defpite unto,andro 
blaiheme God himſelf., who'is the Author of our 
Being, and rhe Contriver of our Nature :. An incli- 
nation therefore' to fight ,, or to do ſuch violence as 


«may be the caufe of War, Provence pak from nature, 


but from the.corraption'of it, and from a defeQjon 
from that innocency wherein Man'was at firſt Crea- 


ted.” From whence: come Wits aud fhrings amongſt you, Je 4 + | 


faith St. James ? Come they not hence, even from your 
Lats which War in your members ? So, long as'there 
are different Paſſions, ih 'Men-ungoverned and unre- 


Rirain'd, ſo toog there will be figtirings in che World, 


Whitft Pride and Atnbiriou, whitft deſire of Power, 
and of enlarging Dominions', and rhirft after Re- 
venge ,. do rule in Mens hearts, it cannot well be 
otherwiſe but thatWars and Tunmnlts will be raiſed. 
And although the ſtate of Nature be not, a ftate of 
War, yet it is agreeable to nature for'a Nation, or 
Society. of Men to defend themſelves againft violent 
Oppoſition,” and even to repel injuries with force. 
When Rebellion'.or an Inſutre&ion is rais'd in the 
Land, it. is certainly lawful for the ſupream lawful 


Migiſtrate, to whom is committed the power of the p,m, 


Sword, to endeavour by force of Arms, when.other 4 
teans will 0c Eval to quell and ſuppreſs it. When 
a Prince Of an aſpiring Spirit, armed with Power and 
Strength, ſhall ſet upon his Neighbours, threatning 
Ruine and DeftruQtion.to them, or do them any emt- 
nerit Tnjufy, or ocherwiſe. violate or invade their juſt 
Rights and Liberties, it ts but reaſonable, -as well as 
lawful, for ther to witliſtand his hoſtile attempts, 
and to betake themſelves to- their p fan in their own 
juſt Defence and Y.indication ; and if nothing elſe.can 
reduce hint ro ah advantageous aid Hondurable Peace, 
| 88 B 2 TD they, 


"wo -—-— I I—_—_— 


"Y 
bon... Roe. "a. 
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cu. 
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Exod. 17. 


they may, . if they can, compel him to it by-offending 
him, and pull down the haughtineſs of his.Pride by 
the diminution of his Forces ; and even-to be upon 
the offenſive part upon. great and high provocations, 
is.as allowable as the defenſive. This we know to 
be praQtiſed, not only in our days, .and in moſt parts 
of the World ,. but even in timesof old, and is juſtj- 
fied by the. Example of Gads own People the 1ſrae- 
Hites, | throughout the. Hiſtory of the Old Teſta- 
ment. | 

Even A674ham.the Father of the Fairhful, a Man 
of moſt exemplary Piety,.as-wel} as:of great, Wiſdom, 
when he had heard of the ſpojl of Sodom, . by the fayy 
Kings that had ſet themſelves againſt it, and that 
Lot, his Brother's Son, was taken Captive by them, 


he arm'd his own trained ann 1 and with what 


other Forces he could get, he purſued them,he fought 


them, and beat. them, he recovered the ſpoil and ſet 


Lot at liberty ; which fa&, although he. had not 
God's expreſs Command for. it , yet met with God's 
Acceptance and Approbation ; for immediately after 


#S* +a» 


this Victory ,  Melchizedeck, the. Prieſt of the Mot 
High God, met him in his return with the ſpoil; and 
bleſſed him-in the name of God , ſaying , Bleſſed be 
Abraham of the moſt high Goa, Poſſeſſor of Heaven and 


Earth; and bleſſed be the moſt is God, which hath de- 
Iivered thine Enemies into thine hand, | 

And when. the Children of 1/7ae/, under the Con- 
duCt of Moſes and Jaſpi , had fought the Amalckites 
and beaten them: , alt y h 
fnand of God for ſo doihg.;. yer 
his' Approbarion of it :, . and 20th 
Deuteronomy, he Pies his people general and per 
tual rales to be obl 


haugh. they had not the Com- 
Que er they | 


afterwards had 


% 


8 * 4.14 mM 


nd in the "20h. Chapter of 


erved.in waging War, declaring . 
YO \ log $4 "thereby ; 
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thereby his allowance of it upon ſome accounts, al- 
though it hath not his Eſpecial Command. 

Neither is there any thing in the Chriſtian Reli- 
Sion that forbids it , but rather ſome things that do 
very much favour it, and makes it lawful for Chri- 
|» ſtians, upon good occaſions, to goto War, and to 
be engaged in it. St. Paul exhorts us to pray, as for 
all men, ſo particularly for Kjngs , that under them we 1 Tim. 2. 
may lead quiet and peaceable lives , in all godlineſs and '© 
honeſty ; oe how can a quiet and peaceable Life be 
obtained, unleſs it be lawtul for them to make uſe of 
the Sword, againſt the diſturbers of our Peace, and 
| the hinderers of our Quiet ?, and accordingly we find 
| in Tertullian,that the Primitive Chriſtians prayed for 
the Heathen Emperours, that they might have faith- 
| ful Souldiers and Viftorious Armies; and many of 
6 the ancient Chriſtians who lived neareſt the-time of 
: our Saviour, and of his Apoſtles, and who therefore - 
may. be preſumed to know our. Lord*s mind very 
| well as to this matter , did ſerve as Souldiers in the 
| Wars' of the Emperours- under whom they. lived, 
| which we may imagine they would never have done; 
had they thought it had been contrary to the profeſſi- . 
| on of their Religion. | 
| We are indeed , by the Goſpel of Chriſt , obliged 
to love our Enemies , but that lays no reſtraint upon 
us from going .to. War againſt them; we may love 
IT them, even then when we are fighting with them; 

je. Love their Souls, .and wiſh well unto their bet= 
| ter and Eternal.State. We are commanded to forgive 
Injuries, and to put up Afronts, not to revenge our 
ſelves, not-. to. retaliate wrong with wrong, but to 
| overcome evil with good. But theſe: Commands and 
| Prohibitions .concern. only private.Perſons in.theie 
private.-: 


— 
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Luke 3. 
14. 


If. 2. 4+ 


-private:Capacities, and: cannot be conſtrued to-ex- 


tend to publick Societies , - or the united body of a 


. Nation. 


Beſides, we-may obſerve, -that St. John Bapti#, 


who was a Perſon under the ſtrifteft rigour of a fpi- 


ritual Life, a Fore-runner of our Saviour, :and ſent.on 


purpoſe to-prepare men for the reception of the Go- 


{pel, and who gave inſtruCtions of Life to all that-re- 
ſorted to him ; when the Souldiers, amongſt others, 
came to take his Counſel, and asked him what the 
ſhould-do, did not bid them leave'that courſe of li 
they were thenengaged'in , but only to do no 04i6- 
lence, to accuſe none fatſly,, and to be content with thetr 


_ He left them till-the uſe of their Arms, and 
y 


forbad them the: abuſe of their Power. And 
Cornelizs, who'was a Centurion. of a Band of Souk 
diers under the Roman 'pay,, when he was made a 
Chriſtian by St. Peter, did ſtill continue a Centurion, 
and had no direQions given him to lay: down his 
Commiſſion. 

As for that famous Prophecy , which without 
doubt relates to:the Church of Chrift , and foretells 
the happineſs of the World. upon his coming into it, 
namely , that mez ſbould beat their Swords into Plow- 


Mich: 4:3- ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning-hooks; that Na- 


tion ſhould not lift up Sword againſt Nation , and that 
they ſhould not learn War any more ; there are theſe 
two things that may be {aid tot; Pa, That it 
may be underſtood conditionally, that fuch indeed 
would afſuredly be the happy itate of the World, if 
all Men init would embrace the Chriſtian Religion, 
and liveup to the Rules and Duties of it; for that 
would:keep them from doing any wrong or nur; 
and conſequently there would be no — for 
Wars, 


'Y 


| -» Cree 
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Wars, but an univerſal and perpetual Peace ſhould 
over-ſpread the Earth. Or, ſecondly, That we are ſtill 
to expe&t the accompliſhment of it, that it ſtill re- 
mains to be fullfilPq, as do alſo ſome others which 
concern the ftate of Chriſt's Church upon Earth; 
and therefore conſidering the preſent ſtate of the 
World, we cannot from that Prophecy rationally con- 
clude, that War is abſolutely unlawful. 


To this we may alſo add, that if our Bleſſed Lord 


had ever deſign'd to make Warfare Criminal, and to 


forbid it wholly to his Diſciples and Followers , we 


may be ſire that he would ſome where or other, have 


given'us a plain Declaration of his Mind in the caſe, 


and have forbidden, it us in plain,and expreſs, and in» 


telligible words ;. which being he hath no where - 


done, we cannor but think them very raſh, and 
their Cenſure highly-culpable, who'condema the uſe 
of Arms amonglt Chriſtian ; or that from - our Savi- 


ours. Command ro St. Peter , to put up his Sword 


(which he did on purpoſe to givea check to private 
revenge) do infer that it was his Mind , that none 
who profeſs his Goſpel , ſhould upon any account be 
engaged in War. | 


Wherefore, to conclude this point., as it may be - 


lawful for private Perſons to go to Law ,, and to ap- 


peal to the chief Magiftrate,and the Courts of Juſtice, . 


which is commonly rhe laft,and the only way of deci- 


ding theControverſiesthat may ariſe betwixt oneMan -: 


and another, ſo, ir may be lawful for one Nation to 
go to War with another,and to appeal to the Sword, 
when the differences betwixt them cannot otherwiſe 
bederermined : And the lawfullneſs of levying War, 
and of being engaged in it upon roomy are juſt 
4d weighty, and when there is the Authority of the 


Chief : 


——————_— 


IO 


——_— 
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- chief. Magiſtrate for it, hath been agreed-upon in all 
Ages, and by. all Religions ; if we think otherwiſe, - 


we Thall condemn the aQtions of thoſe ancient and 


noble Worthies , who are mention'd with honour in 


'the 11th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and 


recorded to' Poſterity for their Warlike and Heroick 
Deeds, who through Faith ſubdued Kjngdoms,: eſcaped 
the edge of the Sword, out of weakneſs became rong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the Armies of the 
Aliens. Tna word, if we either ſay or think that the 
uſe of Arms, and the military employment is abſo- 
lutely inconſiſtent with the profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
what is it but to expoſe the Lives and Fortunes of 
Chriſtians, as a prey to the rage and fury of the Ene- 


mies of the Chriſtian Church and Faith ? And thus 


having conſidered the lawfulneſs of War in ge» 


. neral, 


' II. I come now , in the ſecond place, to ſpeak 


ſomewhat concerning the War which we of this Nation 


are now engaged in, concerning which I have this to 
fay , that it is as Juſt and as lawful a War as eyer 
any People were concern'd to manage ; if we con- 
ſider either the Enemies againſt whom, or the cauſes 
for which, we fight. k 
Firit, As for our Enemies they are ſuch as are the 
moſt inveterate and implacable Enemies of our Peace 
and Religion, who at firſt began the War upon us, 
who invaded his Majeſties Kingdom of Ireland, and 
made fad havock there , and would ſtill have done 
more, had they not by the Bleſſing of God upon our 
Arms, been beaten off, who have often threatned 
Exgland with an Invaſion, who are perfe&t haters of 
our Church and Nation , and upon all __— P 
ee 
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ſeek' our- ruine and deſtruttion.\\ We are engaged : A 


againſt a Prince;, the Ruler of thoſe” our Enemies, 
who is become.a Scourge: and a terrour to'alt that 
are round about him,who hath made-hisWill a Law, 
who perſecutesChriſtians whilſt he is'in League with 
the _ Mebometans', ' who/' hath "mide' War''upon "his 
Neighbours:withour cauſe, and enlarged his Domi- 
nions. without right, and ſeeks after-an Univerſal Mos 
narchy.to. bring all Exrope into Slavery; 'who carries 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion, Injuſtice.and Cruelty, Fire 
and . Deſolation whereſoever he conquers. Which 
things: when we-ſcriouſly conſider”, 'we cannot- but 
ttand amaz?d at thoſe/amongft our ſelves; who either 
wiſh in their hearts,or-dare ſpeak with their mouths, 
that-they would. have, 'thoſe our Enemies, to get the 
better of us; : who cam rejoice and exult:atany little 
advantage they hear the Enemy hath gain'd', - and 
would willingly. have it believed: ro be greater than 
it is, and do magnifie it to exceſs on purpoſe to dil- 
courage the Nation, and endeavour to make a Moun- | 
in of a Molehill,:;. What could theſe-perſons gain, 
peling that our Enemies ſhould really become Vi- 
tors | and*-Conquerors over us? What "if for our 
reat -Sigs and Provhcations againft Heaven , God 
ould permit our Enemies to come within our own 
Bawels, and with'Fireand Sword to rage here as they 


_ bave done; in other places; and. ro make an entire 


Conqueſt of our Land ?: Could: thefe Perſons, who: 
arcto.great 'Vell-wifſhers, to em; expeCt ro be ex-/ 
empced from the common Calamity ?: Could they* 
think to eſcape that'ruine which they with to there 


"OW 12 Fellow-Subtjects,, or. be excuſed from that Dra- 


094827 which 1vakes: no; diſtinQtion of Perſons ?, 
Couls chey.be glad co ſee the. Land of their Nativity 
29nd : nth” turr'd 


Cy 


7 "I ThelighvogSeros —_ 


ny wicn'd ; inta- an Are/dame: of Blood? or rejoice tw hav 


_ -- the Engliſh, Natiog become Tributary to Fraxce ?' 


But Bleſſed be.God, that there is now as little ground 
far our. ofthis, as they hayeto thar theiv 
unnatural. withes or. deſires. may take . Hows 
ever this ſhews us what great reaſon we have to: be- 
unitechagain{ thoſe, our Enemics, and: both to: pray: 
and / to. endeavour all we can, that they amy never 
prevail againſt us,, aor I area bowel 
our Polterity; 4% 


Is-4s5 for the wfirnbbtrng f;they-are ag 
aig Bp deform can be! SELEE 
for toifles, for finall or incanſie 


things of the. greateſt moment. qa Frm. 
Lives and-Liberties,for rome mmm nag our ut Righs 


Qui- $2 pee and: In 7 mk ame an 
for! ths Y indlatoeof 


ons the Wiſdgm of ings . 
tiew-ſhall- think fiv-20-lay: xpoa In aa Tay, for the 


CREPPIRg Ol: of this War wittr:Vigour', til: 
rene an] Frndad var ſer fit to puran kuppy endtof 


others 


This: mettiioks'iv.as. little as we can de, wits —_— | 
—_ py: the grcar Blofſing of Peace, wit - 
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others. our. Fellow-SubjeRts , are hazarding rY 

T.ives abroad, in fig hting for us: and fyrely we.may 

be yery well pleaſ, ed and contented, if by Fins 

Fw, our Money, . WE .can keep the W: ar af. He - 
qnL,us. - 


(2.). That ix is not only lawful but neceſſary for — 


thoſe.who are able, and whaſe occaſions agd.magt et 
of Life will permit. them &76 perhaps \it may be 
their.duty.too) aQually to aſlit che King in this juſt 
Warwith their own Verne, d zo endcaoy yr by 
their Proweſs and Caqurage. i why” is OG ba ro- 
ſtrate at;his Feet. - For jt is not imagioable, t any 
King whatſaever.can withſtand the inſults of hisEge- 
08s wag without. thei albllange 
and pleſehce wir | 


(35 Thar ve, > CROS gay ajuſtd Mp ", 
honourable ceſpeft.to the mEwory rok. 
Perſons 2 ths argu ghe Erjemy hath, y 
nat | 20, the Re 
of that City and Cnr or gore ts we.naw ,give 

$1 rv i 0 ria th well of them and thagk 

for that. chey Rincag Blood, in 
pie Fwy Foe .H F their Country., .lolt cheir T4940 A 
"i » Cauſe, and, dyed ppon the Bot 

(4) Laſtly, that we.:ſhould Wirth <p" OY 
ledge our - Gives obliged, as to al tg 1n.genera[ 
who aQually fight foruus;, {o ASatens to.t eg 
himſelf , who hath expoſed his own Perſontoallt 
Fatigues.and. hazards: of the. War;; who, like;Da- 
216 Hanlon gh he Londs Bas; whoſe wi 

ur .in ation.is-more quick than the Lightni 

is own Cannon, .who hoſ: Is Hae in 6x [© Iv 

whoſe Prudence and undaunted Courape,have g ain'd 

him Immortal Renown in _ Annals bf 5 Gre 
2 ma 
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SETS ng ym fo become a terrqur to his Enemies: To 
Ame! 


| ecially who hath hazarded his Royal Perſon 
and Lf 1n the Defence , and for the Honour of our 
Church and. Nation, we ſhould pay our thankful 


pgs rows in a dutiful return of Honour and 
1S 


Faithfyloeſs towards him; which. if. we ſhould fail 
to do,” we might juſtly be reproached* for our ingra- 
titude like as were the Children of 1/7ae/, who ſhewed 
uo kindneſs to the houſe of Jerubbabel, namely Gideon, ac- 


. cording to all the goodneſs which he had ſhewed antolſrael, 


His very Preſence in the Camp animates our Forces 
with riew Life and Vigour, ' and therefore when he is 
Pos to'be at the head of our Armies, tigleſs by our 
ins and Rebellion againſt God, (unleſs by out ingra- 
titude to him and the King, we provoke God to dil- 
appoint our hopes, and blaſt our Undertakings) we 
need notdoubt, but that cheouph. God's Bleſſrig,we 
ſhall-do Valiantly, arid tread them under that riſe 
by. aunt us, \'To his Matchleſs Yalour'and wiſe 
onduct', next to the Mercy and Goodnels, of 'God, 
ve owe our Preſervation from. the direful effeQs 0 
por Enemies Rage and Malice, And" therefore. re; 
thor of all our Succeſſes, and then to him'as the glo- 
rjous Inſtrument whereby. he works them. Cork 
--©* MI. And thus I come'iin the third place to wo; 
der the Succeſs we have had in this War, particularly this 
-j Summers Expedition , which gives occaſion to_ this 
Days Then ering. PE Ion Eo nn, FR 
- We cannot indeed as yet truly fay thatwehave to- 
fally vanquiſhed and overcome ourEnemies,but I hope 
Imay fay truly in the words of my Text,that through 
God's Bleffing we are waxed ſtronger and ſtronger, wy 
they wax wrater 'azd weaker. Por whay places Ry 
iS s 27T:& Y UIDECE PLES, 4 PL. LS ITE SSETLL ey 
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rns of Gratitude are due ;* firſt to God as the Au-_ 
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they gain'd of 'us thisorithe laſt-Years Cathpligh, as 


they have formetly done at the beginning of orhers-? 
Nay have they not loſt much ground this Summer ? 
and is there not a plain ſtop put to the Enemies Ca- 
reer ? ; Have we not by the bravery and reſolution'of 
our Forccs and. our Allies, Retaken that ſtrong, that 


- moſt Important City and Caſtle, which our Enemies 


two Years agodid take, and.could no otherwiſe take 
from us than by Fraud-and Treachery ? Have we 
not retaken them in the+face and: under the ſight of a 
numerous Army: of the:adverſe Party, who came to 
be the inglarious. Lookets-on-of the loſs:they: ſuftain'd 
thereby ? Where is that Bravading-Navy, that once 
or twice appeared upon our Coaſts, and threatned us 
with an Invaſion ?-.? Tis plain, that they ſculk, and 
ſhelter , and hide themſelves in their Jurking-holes, 
out of which they dare not,. they cannot with ſafety 
Jook forth. But as for our Navy, hath not part of it. 
ViQtoriouſly danced on the Britiſh Ocean, ſtopping 
upon the Avenues of the Enemies Ports and Havens, 
and with conſiderable Succeſs attacking the chiefeſt 
of their Sea-Coaſt-Towns ? and: doth-not- part of it 
ride triumphantly, at this Day, 1a the Mzdzterranean, 
putting thereby a check to all their Pride and Glory ? 


God at preſent ſeems to have put his Hook (as he 2 King; 
once threatned to do to Sexnarherib) into the Noſtrils 5: #5: 


of the great Leviathan, that for ſo long a time hath 
taken his paſtime in the deep. He hath given a terri- 


ble Rebuke to the aſpiring Fortune and Fury of the 


Enemy, by the Succeſs of ours and our Confederate 
Forces, both by Sea and Land. So that now we may 
hope he will in a litcle time begin to hearken to a- 
Peace; nay, that he wiil be brought to ſuch a condi= 
tion, as. to. be forced to ſeek and Fire it; to way 
1 
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. downthe high faoks of the Proud, :and levellid 'the 
haughty: Stamach ; he hath olipt his 'Wings in his 
gn. i rgry ts ger RS 
_ 3 the 4 #:48 | . . Y 
- hers to:know them akirwGeids wes. oh FIT e0 
Butithat which iCrowns:our :Succeſs., and: is the 
lory of our 'Tr and \rhechief cauſe .of this 
On asthatit hath pleaſediGod 20 
| open es m:the:many : 
is: Royal Perſon was expos'd, duris 
andinall his publick\Expeditions:for. ty, 
for the deliverance of our Buftering'Bretheen;; (that 
he thath kept him under ihe ſhadow .ofthis Wings, | 
from-fallng -into'thethands:of his Enemies, char « |y 
hath-covered his Head in.the Day of /Bartle, and been | 
a:Wall of Defence to:him on every fide, What a 
deplorable and fatal blow would it 'have'|been , -not 
only 'tothis Nation, but:to:the-moſt-confiderable-part 
of :Earope, \if He,the Head of theiCohifederate:Alkes, 
had by:anyymeans'been-cutoff? If '*He, #hePropand | 
Stay. of :the Proteſtant Religion , had any ways ſuf | 
fer'd 'by the hands-of rhoſe -that hate him/? 'How 
would they have rejoiced to:have been made Mafters 
of His Life, whole Death -would +be +their -greateft 
atvantage? how would they have triumpffd” in 
His ruine, which only could)have given'Life to'their 
dying Cauſe ?. But now how will they-be-aftoniſhefl 
and amazed, how will they ſhake and tremble,when 
they ſhallifee him once more'beſieging ſome of their 
. ſtrongeft Towns ; orat.the Head of a GallantArmy 
' in the-open Field, (Him whoſe very name's enoug] 
. to ſtrike them into a Panick:Fear;) when-they _—_ 
( 


 [Y 
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Ge him: ohice more arm, ace {0 much with hisowa 
Forces, as with the ſtrenprtt and right hand of the 


Almighty ? Blefſed therefore be God who hath given 


proſperity unto his King , and. hath delivered David bis - 


Servant from the peril of the Sword, 


TV. And this leads me to the Fourth and. laſt 
head of my prefent Diſcourſe, and rhat is concerni 
the effet# which our Succeſs in- this War ſhould hawe 
pon as. | 

(r.) And firſt ic-ſhould fill our' hearts withanho. 
ly Joy in the remembrance, of: the loving-kiadneſs 
of Almighty God towards us: for ſhould wenot re» - 
joice: and exult when we conſider that God is tit 
mindful of us,. thar he hach mor. yet;left: off zo do-us 
&ood; and'that he gives us every year freſh-inftances 
of His concern on our. accounts? Is it not a ground of 
exceeding.grear comfort to receive fo. clear, and: fd 
many pl-1ges of his. love and favour expreft- in- ſuch 
watctituf care over us ,, fuch Proteftion in times of - 
danger, fach Succeſs over our Enemies., fack delis 
verance' from rheir Spight and Malice ? Such publick 
Benefirs as theſe cannot, I am ſurethey onght-not, to 
bereceived without great.chearfulaeſs and gladſorn- 
refs of hearr., We are al[l-of us , or at leaft ſhould 
be, concern for the Publick Good, as being living | 
and fenfibte_ Members of the. State , and are like to 
partake both of. the good and ill fate thereof,” | And 
therefore how can we look upon or hear ef any: pro» 
$crous Ifſne of God's Providence over oue Nation, of 
any happy Succeſs wieh which God hatls bleſſed out 
Ferurr'y \ ndecrakings » Without great delight and 
"*X2.) The Sbicceſs with'which God. hath bleſſed us, 


ſhould. .: 


—_ [ - 
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ſhould alſo excite _us to. praiſe and. bleſs, God for-it; 


For God's Favour towards us- will not have its doe 
effe& unleſs it fill our Mourh with Praiſe, as well as 
our Heart with Joy, We ſhould-look beyond the Hills 
from whente cometh. our help ,". beyond. the efficacy. of 
ſecond Cauſes, afid ſearch out the Primum Mobile, 
that ſecret ſacred Wheel of Providence which-winds Bf 
and turns'about humane affairs as it pleaſeth : Then 
ſhall we be ready to acknowledge with David, that 
it is not our-own arm that helpeth us , but the right hand 
of God, and his arm, and the light of his countenance be« 
cauſe he hath a favour untous, + 

Te is neceſſary indeed that towards the atchieve- 
ments of great Exploits, or the encountring of formi- 
dable Enemies, great Preparations ,ſhould be made, 
Arms and Money (the ſtrength and Sinews of War) 
ſhould be provided , and conſiderable Forces raiſed. 
For God* (who makes uſe of ſecond. "Cauſes to prp- x 
duce hisown wiſe defigns) works by theſe towards 
the defence and ſateguard of his People ; and we can 
no more reaſonably expeQt, that God will help. a Nas 
tion or Kingdom, without their own cancurrent.en» 
deavours', thai: that he will recover a-Man out of. a 
dangerous Sickneſs, withovr the application and ule 
of proper Remedies , or relievea Man in diſtreſs an 
want, withour his own Induſtry and Care. Bur then 
we muſt ncr inmpute our Victory and Succeſs, purgly 
to any Prowe!s,, or Condutt , 'or Wiſdom ,of our, 
own, but to the grear God who teacheth our. arms to. IF 
war and ar finger* 10 fght, who guides or Gonneellors, 
@nd: teacheth cur Senators Wiſdom , who preſides over. 
Bariles , and yrves-yot always Vittory to the ſtrong and 
ara'ty, butt: of rentimes 70 {he wink and feeble ;\ v0 polleth. 
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-Ble” ard \mbek ;-who alone giveth V tory unto K ings, and 
«Helivereth his Servants from- the hurtfal Sword. Upon 
'the conſideration therefore 'of the good Succeſs we 
- have hitherto had, .as' we cannot but aſcribe the- ac- 
 compliſhment thereof to God's good hand of Proyi- 
.dence, ſo we are bound*to make a'grateful wk of 
ledgment of it by our hearty Thankſgiving unto 
him, ſaying with the Royal Pſalmiſt, Nor anto us, 
' O Lord, - #3t unto as, but unto thy Name yive the Praiſe 
for thy lyvving-kinaneſs, 'and for thy truths ſake, for we 
| know that'z9'Kzrg.or People car 1p multi- 
Fhde of anhojt,' and that no mighty Man is delivered by 
MR, 7 oe CHER 
"And we have great reaſon to' praiſe and bleſs All- 
mighty Goa for vur late Succeſs, if we either look 
upon it as the /+..1945 return of our Prayers/and 
Faſting, or' i: we reflet upon our unworthineſs 
of it. | | SH 
''- Firſt, If we look upon itas the gracious return of 
our Prayers and Faſting. For we prayed and hum- 
' bled our felves'by faſting, and implored the Bleſſing 


of God upon our Forces, and upon our King through- 


"ont' his Expedition ; and” he: hath been” graciouſly 


*pleagd to hear our Prayers, 'and hath'granted: our 


- defires ; by giving us/gond Succeſs ,” arid proteting 
* the King in the day of Battle, ' Bleſſed therefore be God 
' who hath not withholden the requeſt of oar lips, Bleſſed be 
God who hath not caft out oar Prayer , "nor turned his 
Mercy from ns { | | = 
Secondly , let us refle& wpon ourunworthineſs of 
- it ;* when we conſider our many great ard high Pro- 
«-yocations of All-mighty God,. our unthankfalneſ$for 
Former Mercies , our Incorrigibleneſs under. all the 
"FTudgments'which Godt Ss rimes hath brought 
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upon. us; : and when we withal refle&t upon. the good- 
neſs of God in having thus. bleſſed and proſper'd . us, 
-notwithſtanding ſuch. .our- Aba rok pv it, can 
we forbear to praiſe. God, ſaying with the Holy Pfal- 
miſt, '7hou Loyd haſt forgiven the fm of thy people 
and-covered all their ſins., thou Lord haſt dealt graciouſly 
with thy ſervants-; be thou. therefore exalted in thine own 
ſtrength, ſo will we ſing and. praiſe thy power. 

(3-) Moreover; the Succeſs we have had ſhould 
engage us to truſt in God for the furure, and never 
to doubt that God who hath appear'd ſo much, and 
ſo ſignally ſtretched forth his arm on our accounts, 
will now leave us; but to hope with humble confi 
dence, that he will ſtill continue to do great things 
for us. 

(4) It ſhould alſo oblige us to newneſs of Life, 
and better Obedience towards God. For freſh inftan- 
ces of his goodneſs do call aloud upon us, to ſhew 
forth his praiſe, not only with our Lips, but in our 
Lives, by giving up our ſelves to his Service, and 
walking before him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all 
our days. 

(5.) Laſtly, The Succeſs we have had againſt our 
temporal Enemies, ſhould put us in mind of the con- 

teſt we have with our Spiritual , and that as we are 
Chriſtians we are engaged in a War far more dan= 

\ gerous, and of jar greater conſequence than any we 

can have with our moſt inveterate Foes upon Earth, 

_ in which if we are overcome, we ſhall be reduced to 
a worſe condition than all our other Enemies can ever 
bring us into ; in which if we get the Vitory, we 
ſhall gain Tain#cal Life and Glory in the Regions 
above, in compariſon with which, all the Trophies 
and Spouils, all tle Riches and advantages we can ob- 
ral 


abate 
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por over our Enemies here, are but inconſiderable 
.trifles, . is: 3014 EIITAL 

- When we were baptized into the Faith of Chriſt, 
we took upon us ro fight manfully againſt Sin, the 
World, and the Devi]; theſe are our. moſt formida» 
ble Enemies, with .which-we muſt have no Peace 16 
Tong as, we live upon Earth; with theſe we muſt; nog 
ſo much as enter into a Truce, or'think of doing ſo ; 
nay *tis extreamly dangerous even but to parly with 
them. We carry a War continually. about with us, 
the Al warring againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt 
the fleſh, and theſe two are contrary the one to the vther-; 
we have 4 law tn; our members warring againſt. the law 
of our mind, endeavouring to bring us into captivity to 
the law of ſin: We have Luſts and Paſſions which 
War in our Members, and there are fibly luſts which 

war 4gainf the Soul. A Chriſtian Man's Life” there- 
fore1n this World is a ſtate of continual Warfare, 
and the Church of Chriſt it ſelf is but. Militant here 
upon Earth. 

Let therefore our Succeſs againſt our temporal E- 
nemies encourage us to get the better of ourSpiritual. 
What a ſhame will it be for us'to conquer thoſe, and 
to ſuffer our ſelves to be led Captive by theſe ? What 
diſprace is it ro ler Sin feign' in vur Mortal Bodies, 
when we can ſoeaſily ſubdueour other Enemies? What 
a ſad exchange of a Victory would it be to beat our 
Enemies ſo as that they wax weaker and weaker , and 
yer to {uter our Luſts and Paſſions to wax ſtronger 
ani ſtronger? O therefore let us watch and ſtand faft 
. in our Faith, ler us; quit our ſelves like Men; Itke 
Chriſtians, and be ſtrong. Let us take unro our ſelves 
the whole Armour of God, that we may: be able to 


withſtand all the aſlaults of our Spiritual Roan; 


hat grim we eſs ; Ne prof | 
ge Mrkelawof To 7 of Ptate-; - and tet 4#s pats the 


ld of F oh; and te Fehr of Sabvatibr, andthe 
Sword'of the Spitye-which is. tht ward of God: And let 

us'withal h ably thei afiftance'of Gods: Holy 

Spirit and'Grace, hich then will net fail” ro ftrike 

in with us; and Fo weineed trot doubt but that we 
Mk ———_ roy 4 i noe _—_ ſoever 
th when we have t-# ht 

and; finifted-our-courſe,. and Bey eotea Toit ir 
Warfare here, we ſhall enjoy*an Eternal Jobilce of of - 
'Poace,: Reft-2nd Glory in _ happy OR, Ru 
mon + 


-W, hich Gut F his infinite mercy a gt on, "beg 
—_ 40 meg 4476 10 all Mankind, Prog foe x 
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"God be aſcribed by you ind by me," anidtby all our 
Fellow-Creatures, © all Honour, es 5 
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